	Grade 5 Writing Assessment

Performance Level Descriptors

	Does Not Meet the Standard
	Writing samples that do not meet the standard demonstrate limited focus on the assigned topic or genre and may lack a beginning or ending. A controlling idea may be unclear, or the controlling idea may not address the assigned genre. Development is minimal, and supporting ideas are listed rather than developed. Ideas may not be grouped appropriately, and transitions may be lacking. The writing shows little awareness of audience or reader concerns. Word choice and sentences are simple and/or repetitive. The writer’s voice is inconsistent or not apparent. Frequent errors in sentence formation, usage, and mechanics may interfere with or obscure meaning. Demonstration of competence may be limited by the brevity of the response.   



	Meets the Standard
	Writing samples that meet the standard are generally focused on the assigned topic and genre and have a clear beginning, middle, and ending. Narrative compositions have a clear plot and some development of characters. Informational compositions have a controlling idea that explains or describes the assigned topic. Persuasive compositions have a clear position on the assigned topic. Supporting ideas are relevant and developed with some examples and details, but some parts of the paper may be more developed than others. Supporting ideas are presented in a generally clear sequence. Related ideas are grouped together and connected with some transitions. Word choice is generally engaging, and there is some variation in sentence length and structure. The writer’s voice is clear, and the writing shows awareness of the audience. Sentence formation, usage, and mechanics are generally correct, and errors do not interfere with meaning. The text is of sufficient length to demonstrate effective writing skills.



	Exceeds the Standard
	Writing samples that exceed the standard are consistently focused on the assigned topic, genre, and audience, and have an effective beginning, middle, and end. Narrative compositions have a well developed plot and well developed characters. Informational compositions have a clear controlling idea that fully explains or describes the assigned topic. Persuasive compositions have a well developed controlling idea that establishes the validity of the writer’s position. Supporting ideas are fully elaborated with specific examples and details that address reader concerns. Ideas are logically grouped and sequenced within paragraphs and across parts of the paper. Varied transitional elements are used to connect ideas. Word choice is varied and precise throughout the response, and sentences are varied in length and structure. The writer’s voice is appropriate, and the writer demonstrates sustained attention to the audience in the beginning, middle, and ending. Sentence formation, usage, and mechanics are consistently correct in a variety of contexts. Errors are minor and infrequent. The text is of sufficient length to demonstrate effective writing skills in a variety of contexts.


